


2 Main residential building and chapel
The count of the castle is also referred to as burgrave. His residen-
tial area was located in the so-called Palas. The main residential 
building of Starkenburg Castle was located next to the entrance 
gate and the chapel at the northern wall. It was constructed bet-
ween 1232 and 1481, when the castle was rebuilt to be a fortress 
castle. The watch building, castle bakehouse and the barracks, 
where the troops were housed, were located next to the Palas. 
In the year 1765, upon withdrawal of the Mainz troops, the castle 
was released to be demolished. The residential buildings, the cast-
le entrance and parts of the walls of the upper castle courtyard 
were destroyed. The old keep, the round towers and the original 
curtain walls remained. Today, a youth hostel can be found where 
the residential building used to be.

3    New keep
A new keep was constructed in 1928. It was constructed in a 
different design and located west of the former gate. The new 
keep is part of the youth hostel and a lookout. From Good Friday 
on until the end of September, the keep is open to the public. It 
can be visited on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays from 2 pm 
until 6 pm.

4 Southwest tower
The round tower can be found in the southwest corner of the 
upper bailey. The “Merianstich” of 1620/45, an etching made by 
Matthäus Merian, a Swiss-born copperplate engraver, proves that 
it was roofed by a wooden construction. After maintenance mea-
sures, the tower has been open to the public since 2004.

9    Cannon tower
Imbedded into the protecting curtain wall of Starkenburg Cast-
le, the so-called cannon tower can be found. This is the place, 
where the castle’s cannonry used to be stored during the time 
from 1618 – 1765. In 1970, the tower was reconstructed in ac-
cordance with historic plans. Since 2009, it has been the tower 
house for guests of the youth hostel. 

8    Kitchen tower and castle tavern “Burgschänke”
The kitchen tower used to be situated next to the storage area in 
the lower castle courtyard. Today, the castle tavern “Burgschänke” 
is located in the tower as well as in the neighbouring building. 
From the castle tavern’s sunny terrace one has a marvellous view. 
From April through October, the tavern is open from Wednesday 
until Sunday. From November through March, the tavern is open 
on weekends and holidays. The public toilet facilities can be found 
next to the “Burgschänke”.

7    Big bailey and lower castle courtyard
Starkenburg Castle was a stronghold. In the 17th century, it 
became an administrative centre fulfilling a new purpose as an 
agricultural and storage centre. The big bailey or lower cast-
le courtyard was designed to be a storage area with stables. 
The castle estate was a vast territory, serving as grazing land, 
fields and gardens with fruit trees. The family members of the 
troops did the farming work. The castle estate was surrounded 
by walls, which also served as entrenchments. The lower castle 
courtyard is the meeting point for all guests wishing to partici-
pate in an exciting guided tour. 


